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THOMAS JANl^BY, PEOTINCIAL COUNCILLOE. 

BY MILES WHITE, JR., BALTIMORE, MD. 

Thomas Janney, the second son of Thomas ^ and Eliza- 
beth ("Worthington) Janney, was born at Styall, in the town- 
ship of Pownall Fee, parish of "Wilmslow, Macclesfield Hun- 
dred, county Cheshire, England, in 1633, and, according 
to the church records of Wilmslow parish, was baptized 11 
January, 1634. Among the numbers of the rural population 
of Midland England who in the middle of the seventeenth 
century found, in the religion preached by George Fox, the 
spiritual rest and strength they longed for were Thomas 
and Elizabeth Janney and their six children. Concerning 
their son Thomas, the subject of this article, we are told 
that,^ 

"WMlst still young, the Lord was graciously pleased to visit him 
with the regenerating influence of his Holy Spirit, through which, as he 
bowed in obedience thereto, the work of sanctification was commenced 
and carried on in him. He was convinced of the Truth as held by 
Friends, (at the first preaching thereof in Cheshire), about the year 
1654, he being in the twenty-first year of his age." "The next year 
he received a gift in the ministry, preaching the gospel of Christ freely, 
and travelled into many parts of England, and also in Ireland, and had 
a fervent and sound testimony for truth, and his conversation and course 
of life accorded with his doctrine," and the Lord blessed his labours 
of love. ' ' He suffered imprisonments and fines for his faithful testimony 
against tithes and for his attendance of religious meetings, but none 
of these things moved him. His chief concern appeared to be that the 
blessed Truth might prosper in the earth, and that the name of the Lord 
might be magnified. He was an example of great meekness, combined 
with ardent zeal ; and thus his labours for the good of others being 
sweetened by divine love, were eminently successfiil in reclaiming 



^ For an account of Thomas Janney' s English ancestors, see "The 
Quaker Janneys of Cheshire" in Publications So. Hist. Assoc. 

^ The Friend, vol. xxvii. p. 340 ; Fiety Fromoted, ed. 1789, vol. i. 
p. 228. 
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offenders. His zeal did not cause him to reprove with asperity, neither 
did Ms love lead him to pass by offences against the Truth. His love 
led him to reprove error for the good of the erring and the benefit of 
others, and his zeal taught him that his Master's work could only be 
done in his Master's Spirit." 

The fall extent to wMch he suffered imprisonment and 
fines is at present unknown. In 1663, according to Besse,^ 
he suffered distress of goods for tithes ; and in the lists ot 
sufferings for the years 1664, 1665, 1671, and 1673 the 
name of Thomas Janney appears. As in these years the 
" Jr." is not used, it is uncertain whether the subject of this 
article or his father is referred to ; but several other authors, 
including Griffith Owen, his friend and fellow-traveller, state 
that he several times suffered imprisonments and cruelties 
of sinners for truth's sake. 

In 1669 Thomas "Janny," John Abraham, and John 
Burnyeat, among others, visited Ireland ^ " in the service ot 
Truth," " and many in divers parts of the Nation were con- 
vinced of the Truth, and joined with Friends." 

In 7th mo., 1677,' he wrote the preface to a book by Alex- 
ander Lawrence, entitled "An Answer to a Book pub- 
lished by Richard Smith, of West Chester, wherein The 
People of God called Quakers (more particularly in this 
County of Cheshire) are cleared from Wrong, Injustice, and 
False Accusations by him charged upon them." In 1679 
he and thirty-two others signed a testimony^ against Wil- 
liam Rogers, of Bristol, for having written " against a book 
of Robert Barclay's entitled ' The Anarchy of the Ranters.' " 

The minutes of Morley Monthly Meeting of Friends 
mention the appointment and service of Thomas Janney on 
various committees, and he doubtless was engaged in much 
religious work of which we have no record, and in all 

^ Besse's Sufferings of the Quakers, vol. i. pp. 104, 105. 
^ Eutty's Hist, of Friends in Ireland, 1st ed., p. 182. 
' Jos. Smith's Catalogue of Friends'' BooTcs ; Doylestown Democrat, July 
29, 1897. 
* Thomas Evans's Exposition of the Faith of Friends, 2d ed., p. xxvii. 
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probability was at this time well known to and associated 
with George Fox, as he was to William Penn and other 
prominent members of the Society. In England,^ and 
afterwards in America, he was prominent in the councils 
and work of the Society, and finally closed his life while on 
a religious visit to the Friends of his native country. His 
was a life of service. He married 9th mo. 24, 1660, at 
James Harrison's house in Pownall Fee, Margery Heath, 
late of Horton in the county of Stafford. James Harrison, 
at whose house the marriage took place, had married Anne 
Heath, a sister of Margery, 5th mo. 1, 1655, at which time 
his residence was given as Kendal, "Westmoreland ; ^ and in 
1663 William Yardley, of Ransclough, Staffordshire, mar- 
ried Jane Heath, another sister. ISTo further definite infor- 
mation has been obtained concerning the immediate family 
of Margery Heath. Andrew Heath, who in 1682 accom- 
panied William Yardley to America, may have been a 
brother's son. 

In Friends' Records the residence of Thomas and Mar- 
gery Janney is described as Pownall Fee, except in the 
years 1665 and 1666, when it is given as Oheadle and 
Oheadle Holme. A letter to Thomas Janney from Phineas 
Pemberton, dated 5th mo. 3, 1682, requesting him to come 
to the funeral of the latter's daughter Anne, was addressed 
" Thomas Janney, Shaddow Moss, Cheshire." ^ As all these 
places were within five miles or less of Styall, this, the place 
of his birth, was doubtless his residence during the greater 
part if not all the time of his life in England. 

He appears to have purchased, 6th mo. 12, 1682,* a tract of 
250 acres of land in Pennsylvania, and his father having 
died 12th mo., 1677, his mother in 12th mo., 1681/2, and 

' Genealogy of Sharpless Family, p. 27. 

^ He afterwards moved to Pownall Fee, Cheshire, where his children, 
Samuel, Phcebe, and Job, were born. 

' "Thomas Janney," by Oliver Hough, in. Doylestown Democrat, July 
29, 1897. 

* See Bucks Co. Deeds, Liber 3, fol. 140. 
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James Harrison and William Yardley, and perhaps others 
of Ms or Ms wife's relatives, having previously removed to 
Pennsylvania, whence doubtless they sent favorable reports 
as to the country and the advantages it offered to settlers, 
and especially to members of the Society of Friends, who 
there were entirely free from the persecutions to which they 
were subjected in England, Thomas Janney, in 1683, took 
passage for himself and family to America in the ship 
"Endeavor," of London. They arrived in the Delaware 
River the 29th of 7th mo. (September), 1683,^ and settled in 
that part of Bucks County, Pa., which was afterwards 
Makefield township. 

The Book of Arrivals in Bucks County prior to 1687, 
prepared by Phineas Pemberton, the husband of Margery 
Janney's niece, is still in existence at Doylestown, and con- 
tains the following entry :^ " Thomas Janney, of Shiall, in 
the County of Chester, yeoman and Marjory, his wife. Ar- 
rived in Deleware River the 29* of the 7*"' M"., 1683, in the 
^ Endeavor,' of London. The M'., George Thorp. Children, 
Jacob, Thomas, Abel, & Joseph Janney. Servants, John 
Neild, to serve 5 years, and have 50 acres of land. Hannah 
Palkner, to serve 4 years ; loose 29* 7 M"., 1687. To have 
50 acres of land." 

Some few persons who settled in Bucks County and are 
recorded in Pemberton's Book are also mentioned in a 
similar Book of Arrivals at Philadelphia between 1682 and 
1687, and among them Thomas Janney and family, some 
of whose names are therein incorrectly spelled, as shown by 
the following entry :^ " in the Endeavour of London, A Ketch 
O-eorge Thorp M"^. * * * * Thomas Janeway & Mar- 
garet his wife late of Poonnall in Cheshire Husbandman 
came in ditto shippe. [Children] Jacob, Thomas, Abell, 

' All dates in tMs article prior to 1752 are Old Style. 

^ Pa. Mag. Hist, and Biog., vol. ix. p. 226 ; Battle's Buohs Co., 
Pa., pp. 180, 440. 

' Pa. Mag. Hist, and Bioq., vol. viii. p. 330 ; Futhey and Cope's 
Chester Co., Pa., p. 22. 
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[and] Josepli Janeway. [Servants] Jolin Neild [or Wild] , 
Hannah ffalkner [?]." 

What became of Hannah Falkner I do not know ; but 
John IsTeild evidently married and accumulated some prop- 
erty, for his will, of which Abel Janney, Jr., was a witness, 
was dated 12 mo. 1, 1728, and proved 6 October, 1747. In it 
he left to his wife Judith 7 pounds yearly ; to his son John 
150 acres, to his son James 86 acres, and to his daughters 
Martha and Jane 10 pounds each. Whether or not he was 
the John Keild who purchased in England, in 1682,^ 260 
acres of land in Pennsylvania does not appear. 

Exactly how much land Thomas Janney owned I do not 
know. According to Thomas Holme's Map of Bucks Co., 
Pa., begun in 1681,^ he had two tracts of land, one fronting 
on the Delaware River, about a mile below the present 
Tardley, having a frontage of a quarter to half a mile on 
the river, and extending inland about three miles. In the 
" Minutes of the Board of Property of the Province of 
Pennsylvania" it is stated ^ that, 7 mo. 26, 1691, a patent 
was signed for Thomas Janney for 550 acres in Bucks 
County. This patent, which is the only conveyance of land 
to Thomas Janney that is recorded in Bucks County,* calls 
for 550 acres on the Delaware River. It is quite possible 
that other patents or deeds to him were recorded in Phila- 
delphia, as the first books of deeds in the Philadelphia 
Record Office were damaged before any copies were made, 
and the record of many early patents is utterly obliterated. 
This 550-acre tract was in the original township of Make- 
field, now Lower Makefield township, and it was upon it 
that he originally settled ; and upon this plantation, except 
when in Philadelphia attending the Council, or on religious 
visits to other Colonies, he resided during the twelve years 

1 Hazard's Annals of Pa,, p. 641. 

' Probably first published in 1684 ; and reproduced in both Davis's 
Bucks Co., Fa., and Battle's Btioh Co., Fa., and also in Fiske's Dutch 
and Quaker Colonies. 

' Fa. Arch., 2d ser., vol. xix. p. 73. 

* Bucks Co. Deeds, lAber 2, fol. 6. 
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that he remained in Pennsylvania. It was out of this tract 
that he gave a lot of 72 square yards to Falls Meeting for a 
burial-ground in 1690. This lot was situated on the high 
ground overlooking the river, and the graveyard, with its 
stone fence around it, is still to be seen on the road below 
Yardley. The other and larger tract of about 1000 acres,^ 
on the inland side of the township, adjoined the back of his 
home plantation, and ran back of the river lota for about 
two and a half miles, was of varying width, extended back 
nearly to Newtown, and was very well watered. Core Creek 
running through it, "When the township lines were after- 
wards more accurately laid down, part of this tract fell in 
l^ewtown township, and this part of the tract has remained 
in the possession of the Janney family until the present 
time. There was a saw-mill ^ on the farm from its settle- 
ment in 1683 until 1872. A grist-mill was erected by 
Jacob Janney in 1816, and was still in use a few years ago, 
and near Core Creek is now situated the family mansion, 
the main part of which is said to have been built about 
1750 by Thomas Janney, the grandson of the original 
owner. 

In his will Thomas Janney left to his son Abel "all 
that tract of land bought of Charles Byles," and therefore the 
236 acres which Byles deeded to Abel Janney in 1694, but 
the deed for which was not recorded till after the death ot 
Thomas Janney, were doubtless bought by the latter. The 
only other tract mentioned in his will seems to have been 
the 650-acre tract on the river; but he evidently had owned 
other tracts, the deeds for which are not recorded in Bucks 
County, as the resurvey made by John Cutler in pursuance 
of warrants issued August 11, 1702,^ and subsequently, 
showed that Thomas Janney had 4450 acres in Falls town- 
ship, Bucks County. He also appears to have held title to 
some land in E"ew Jersey. A deed from Samuel Jennings 

^ Doylestown Democrat, July 29, 1897. 
2 Battle's BucJcs Co., Pa., p. 1016. 
'Davis's Bucks Co., Pa., pp. 193, 194. 
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and Thomas Budd " on ye Publick account" to Thomas 
Holmes, "William Bates, Thomas "Jenney," and Edward 
Newbie for 800 acres, dated 10 mo. (December) 20, 1685, is 
recorded at Trenton, in which he is described as " Thomas 
Jenney of ye county of Bucks in y' sd. Province of Penn- 
sylvania, yeoman." This deed is mentioned in Clement's 
Newtrni Settlers * as having been made in trust for Edward 
Newbie, the second son of Mark, in 1685, when, after his 
death, Mark IsTewbie's banking operations were settled up. 

Thomas Janney was related by blood or marriage vdth 
many of the most prominent settlers of the county. James 
Harrison and William Yardley, his brothers-in-law, who, 
like him, had suffered imprisonmenta in England, preceded 
him to Pennsylvania, where they became large land-owners 
and were prominent in both civil and religious affairs. James 
Harrison early became interested in Penn's " Divine Experi- 
ment," and in 1681 was appointed agent for the sale of 
lands in Pennsylvania ; he afterwards became Penn's Stew- 
ard at Pennsbury ; one of the first Commissioners of Prop- 
erty; a member of the Council and Assembly; a Pro- 
vincial Judge ; a Puisne Judge ; a Justice of the Peace ; 
etc.,^ and was appointed by Penn as one of the guardians 
of his son Springett: his death in 1687 we are told "was 
regarded as a public calamity." "William Yardley, who is 
stated to have been a grandson of Sir John Drake and a 
grandnephew of Sir George Yeardley, Colonial Grovernor 
of Virginia, was for several years a member of both the 
Council and Assembly,^ in the proceedings of which he took 
a prominent part, and also served as Sheriff and Justice of 
the Peace. Phineas Pemberton, who married Harrison's 
daughter Phcebe, as shown in the " Annals of the Pember- 

iPp. 40, 41; seeN. J. Deeds, UberB, Part l.fol. 126. 

^Hazard's Annals of Pa., pp. 524, 599 ; Proud's Hist. Pa., vol. 
i. p. 237 ; Pa. Arch., 2d ser., vol. ix. pp. 624r-744: ; Friends' Miscellany, 
vol. vii. pp. 26-29 ; ITie Friend, vol. xxvii. p. 157. 

' Yardley Genealogy, pp. 13-17 ; Pa. Arch., 2d ser., vol. ix. pp. 626- 
762 ; TTie Friend, vol. xxvii. p. 251 ; Colonial Records, vol. i. p. 167. 
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ton Family," became quite prominent, being several times 
a member of the Council and Assembly, and in 1698 
Speaker of the latter body ; and held the combined offices 
of Register and Recorder of the County, and was called by 
James Logan the "Father of Bucks County."^ John 
Brock, whose plantation adjoined Thomas Janney's, was a 
cousin, as shown by a letter of his brother Ralph Brock, of 
Bramhall, England, dated 12 mo. 28, 1696/7, to Phineas 
Pemberton, in which he mentions Thomas Janney as his 
" deare Coz." He was a Justice of the Peace in 1689 
and 1698.=' 

Thomas Janney is also said to have been an intimate 
friend of William Penn, who entertained a high opinion of 
him, and mentioned him lovingly in many of his letters, 
several of which have been published.* WiUiam Penn em- 
barked the 12th of 6 mo., 1684, on the ketch " Endeavor," 
which the year before had brought Thomas Janney to 
America, and arrived at Wonder in Sussex the 6th of Octo- 
ber, and the next day, writing from Worminghurst to James 
Harrison, sent his love to seven Friends, including Thomas 
Janney and WiUiam Yardley. On 7th mo. 23, 1686, 
writing from London, he said, " Grive my dear love to T. J., 
P. P., and W. Y. and wives ;" while in a letter to James 
Harrison from Worminghurst, 11th mo. 28, 1686, he said, 
" Much love to J. Simcock, Thos. Janney, William Yard- 
ley and thyself especially. . . . Glad that three such honest 
Mends whom I love in my heart, are in that station of ser- 
vice, as your being the provincial judges. I know also that 
you are men of a good understanding and friends to me and 
my honest interest, but I could have wished you easier and 
better work." 

'■Friends' Miscellany, vol. vii. ; Doylestown Democrat, July 29, 1897 ; 
Pa. Arch., 2d ser., toI. ix. pp. 625, 762, 753. 

^Doylestown Democrat, July 29, 1897; Pa. Arch., 2d ser., vol. ix. 
p. 744. 

'Proud's Hist. Pa., vol. i. pp. 291, 349; Janney's Life of Wm. 
Penn, 2d ed., pp. 261, 285, 286. 
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His station as a minister in the Society of Friends did 
not preclude Ms engaging also in civil matters, and upon 
Ms arrival in Pennsylvania Thomas Janney appears to have 
at once taken a prominent place in both the civil and re- 
ligious affairs of the Province, and was soon called into 
public life by his neighbors. He was elected to the Pro- 
vincial Council for a term of three years (1684, 1685, and 
1686), and qualified as a member 1st mo. 20, 1684,^ attest- 
ing " to Keep Secret the Debates in Council, &c." The 
minutes of Council record his presence at a majority of the 
meetings, but have not very much to say concerning him, 
the speeches of members not being recorded. Many im- 
portant measures were acted upon during his term of ser- 
vice ; among others, were the establishment of the various 
courts and the definition of their duties. One law that 
was enacted would not be popular with lawyers of the 
present day, for it provided that " noe persons shall plead 
in any Civill Causes of another, in any Court whatso- 
ever within this Province and Territories, before he be Sol- 
emnlye attested in open Court, that he neither directly nor 
Indirectly hath in any wise taken or received, or will take 
or receive to his use or benefit, any reward whatsoever for 
Ms soe pleading, under y^ penaltye of 5 lb. if the Contrary 
be made appear." ^ As the Council at that time began its 
sessions at seven o'clock in the morning, and its committees 
met at six, it is evident that their customs diflfered in various 
respects from those of the present. The minutes of the 
Council, in addition to noting the appointment and service 
of Thomas Janney on various committees, make the follow- 
ing mention of Mm :^ 

2d mo. 6, 1685, " Ordered that a Comission be drawne for James Har- 
rison, The : Janney, Wm. Yardley, Wm. Biles, Wm. Beaks, John Otter, 



1 JDuke of York's Laws, pp. 494, 496, 505 ; Fa. Arch., 2d ser., vol. 
ix. p. 624; Colonial Records, vol. i. p. 41. 

''Ibid., p. 123. 

» Ibid., pp. 76, 78, 81, 114, 128, 148, 278 ; Pa. Mag. Hist, and 
BiOG., vol. xxvi. pp. 193, 195 ; Buck's Bwchs Co., Pa., pp. 22, 23. 
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Edm* Bennet & Jno. Swift, to be Justices of the Peace for y° County of 
Bucks, the year Ensueing ;" 2d mo. 8, 1686, a resolution was passed 
stating that the "Gov"', in presence of Tho : Janney & Phin: Pern- 
barton, was pleased to say and Grant that y' Bounds of j" County ot 
Bucks and Philadelphia, should begin as foUoweth" etc. ; 3d mo. 12, 
1685, Thomas Lloyd, Prest., and fifteen members of Council including 
Tho. Janney signed the Declaration of King James the Second becom- 
ing King and acknowledging obedience to him etc. ; 10th mo. 1, 1685, 
the Council having been requested that a "Speciall Comission be 
granted for y° Tryall of David Davis the next Court, who is a Prisoner 
in y" County of Bucks, on suspition of killing his servant," unanimously 
forced "that a Comission be Expeditiously prepared for y" authorising 
& Impowring of James Harrison, Arthur Cook, Tho. Janney, Wm. 
Yardley, Wm. Biles, to be special Comiss''' to hear and Determine all 
heinous and Enormous Crimes that shall be brought before them in y° 
County of Bucks, in a Court there to begin on y'^ 10"" Ins', by them to 
be held;" 9th mo. 19, 1686, " The Councill takeing into Consideration 
y" Unevenesse of j" Eoad from Philadelphia to y" falls of Delaware, 
Agreed that Bob' Turner & John Barnes for y' County of Philadelphia, 
Arth. Cook and Tho. Janney for y" County of Bucks, with y"' Ee- 
spective Survey" of y° s* Counties, meet and Lay out a more Comodious 
Eoad from y° broad Street in Philadelphia to y" falls aforesaid : ye time 
when is Referred to y° memb'" Nominated;" 11th mo. 2, 1689/90, the 
Council ordered that " Commissions of y* Peace be made for all y° 
Counties, and these persons ffoUowing to be Inserted, (viz) Bucks Co. 
Arth. Cook, Jos. Growdon, "Wm. Yardly, Tho. Janney, Wm. Byles, 
Mch. Newlin, Jo" Brock, Hen. Baker." 

Several historians have stated that Arthur Cook and 
Thomas Janney were appointed on 9th mo. 19, 1686, 
County Surveyors for Bucks County. The minute of 
Council of that date, quoted above, shows conclusively that 
Cook and Janney were not themselves the surveyors, but a 
Committee to meet the surveyors.^ 

Thomas Janney was a member of Council again in 1691, 
but his tenure of office at this time, as well as his record 
during the term, are not definitely known, as the minutes 
of this year have been lost; but Proud says^ that "In the 

1 Doylestown Demoorat, July 29, 1897. See Pa. Arch., 2d ser., vol. ix. 
p. 743 ; Battle's Buoh Go., Pa., p. 690. 

^ EM. Pa., vol. i. p. 361 ; Bowden's Hist. Soo. Friends, vol. ii. p. 
120 ; Duke of York's Laws, p. 534. 
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minutes of tte Provincial Council, in the Summer of the 
year 1691, appear the following names of the active mem- 
bers of that board, viz. John Simcock . . . Thomas Jan- 
ney," and others. 

Thomas Janney was not only a member of Council, but 
also, as shown above, one of the Justices of the Peace for 
Bucks County. In his day these Justices held all the 
County Courts; they were Judges of the Quarter Sessions, 
Common Pleas, Orphans' Court, etc. His commission was 
dated April 6, 1685, and renewed January 2, 1689/90. I 
have seen entries in the original records still preserved at 
Doylestown which show the service of Thomas Janney as 
Judge of the Courts of Common Pleas and of Quarter Ses- 
sions. 

In March, 1690, the grand jury thought it necessary that 
the county be divided into townships, and the court at its 
next session ordered Henry Baker and eleven others, in- 
eluding Thomas Janney, William Biles, and Phineas Pem- 
berton, to meet together at the court-house the day before 
the next court and perform this service ; for some reason 
this order was not obeyed, and at the September term, 
1692, the court again took up the matter and appointed a 
jury,* on which were Arthur Cook and twelve others, in- 
cluding Baker, Janney, Biles, and Pemberton (nine mem- 
bers of the former jury being reappointed), and ordered 
them " or the greater number of them to meet together at 
the meeting-house at JSTeshaminah the 27th day of this in- 
stant, and divide this county into townships," which they 
accordingly did. 

In various accounts of Thomas Janney it is stated that 
he visited meetings of the Society of Friends in New Eng- 
land, Rhode Island, Long Island, IsTew Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, and Maryland. Samuel Smith, in his " History of 
the Province of Pennsylvania," erroneously gives 1698 as 

' Publications So. Hist. Assoc, vol. v. pp. 393, 394 ; Battle's Bucks 
Co., Pa., p. 190; Davis's Eist. Buchs Co., Pa., p. 101; Pa. Mag. 
Hist, and Biog., vol. xviii. p. 24; vol. xxvi. p. 195. 
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the date of his visit to 'New England,^ and this same year is 
given by The American Friend, in a list of Friends who 
visited New England since 1656, as the date of the visit of 
" Thomas Janney of Old England" — an impossibility, as he 
died in 1696 ; the date of this visit was probably 1687, as he 
was present at Dover, N. H., 4th mo. 23, 1687,'' at the mar- 
riage of Richard Estes and Elizabeth Beck, and was one of 
the fifteen witnesses who signed their certificate. He shortly 
after this returned home, for in 7th mo., 1687, we find that 
Thomas Janney, Richard Ridgway, and "William Biles were 
the three appraisers of William Beakes's " Goods, Lands 
and Credits." ^ 

His work in the ministry was not the only service he per- 
formed for the church ; we are told '' that 

"In meetings for discipline we find Mm employed, and in the Yearly- 
Meeting, not unfrequently lie was one appointed to prepare Epistles of 
advice, either to subordinate meetings and their members, or to the 
churches abroad. 

" When George Keith departed from the Truth, and by his turbulent 
behaviour and unsound sentiments made it manifest that he was no 
longer in unity with the Society of Friends, Thomas Janney and other 
faithful standard bearers in Bucts county felt much sympathy with 
Friends in Philadelphia, who were the objects of George's most furious 
attacks. A testimony against George was issued by the General 
Meeting of ministering Friends, held in Philadelphia, Fourth month 
20th, 1692,' and the Quarterly Meeting of Bucks county responded 
thereto at its next meeting, held Sixth month 17th." This response was 
signed by Thomas Janney and others, and follows the above account in 
The Friend. 

The Yearly Meeting held at Burlington, N. J., 7th mo. 
7, 1692, also sent out its Testimony against George Keith, 

* Hazard's Register of Pa., vol. vi. p. 355; The Friend, vol. xix. 
p. 172 ; The American Friend, vol. vi. pp. 798-801. 

* Estes Genealogies, p. 44. 

' Pa. Mag. Hist, and Biog., vol. xvi. p. 126. 

^ The Friend, vol. xxvii. p. 340. 

^See The Friend, vol. xix. p. 86; Proud's Hist. Pa., vol. i. pp. 
365, 368; Hazard's Register of Pa., vol. vi. pp. 279, 280; Pa. 
Mag. Hist, and Bigg., vol. xxvi. p. 851. 
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signed by over two hundred of the most prominent Friends 
and colonists of that day,^ including Thomas Janney, 
"Phinehas" Pemberton, Mahlon Stacy, Reuben Pownal, 
Henry Baker, and William Biles. On account of the 
misrepresentations made by Keith in regard to the teach- 
ings of the Society, it was deemed wise to state clearly 
what these really were, and this was accordingly done; 
and in 1695 T. Sowle published, in London, a pamphlet 
entitled Our Antimt Testimony renewed concerning our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the Holy Scriptures and the 
Resurrection, given forth hy a Meeting of Public Friends and 
Others, at Philadelphia in Pennsylvania; and this was also 
published in 1696 as an Appendix to the English transla- 
tion of 1 he General History of the Quakers, by Q-erard Croesse.^ 
Among the thirty-nine signers were Thomas Janney and 
William Biles. In 1693 Thomas Janney wrote a Memorial 
of his brother-in-law William Yardley, in which he said,^ 
" we having been intimate friends from our youth up." 

On 10th mo. 16, 1693, Thomas Janney wrote an Epistle 
to Friends of Cheshire, which was desired by them to be 
made public. He signed it " From my own House near the 
Falls of Delaware, in the County of Bucks, in Pennsylva- 
nia," and it was in 1694 printed and sold by T. Sowle, near 
the Meeting-House, in White Hart Court, Grracious Street, 
London, as appears from Joseph Smith's Catalogue of Friends' 
Books. 

The first mention of Thomas Janney in Friends' Records 
of Bucks County is in the minutes of Falls Monthly Meeting, 
12th mo. 6, 1683, when James Harrison, Thomas Janney, 
and Phineas Pemberton were chosen to correct and perfect 
William Beakes's paper, though probably at the meeting 
held 11th mo. 2, 1683, his was one of the " Divers Certifi- 
cates read." The book in which these certificates were re- 

' Hazard's Register of Pa., vol. vi. pp. 301, 302; The Friend, vol. 
xix. p. 109 ; Pa. Mag. Hist, and Bigg., vol. xxvi. p. 351. 
''See The Friend, vol. xxviii. pp. 221, 229. 
' Phila. Yearly Meeting Memorials, pp. 14-17. 
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corded has been lost and probably destroyed, and the valu- 
able record of the opinions of their neighbors in England 
concerning many of the early Bucks County colonists is un- 
fortunately not accessible to their descendants of the present 
day. Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting 10th mo. 6, 1687, 
requested " Thomas Janey, Thomas Budd and John Eckley 
to draw a certificate for Roger Longworth, and get it signed 
by as many members of this meeting as may be convenient." 
All of Thomas Janney's services in behalf of the meeting's 
interests are of course not known, but the minutes record, 
among others, the following •} 

On 6th mo. 5, 1685, Thomas Janney, William Biles, Henry Baker 
and Eichard Hough were appointed by the Qtly. Mtg. to adjust the 
difference between Jno. Brooks and Lydia Wharmby, and on 7th mo. 1, 
1686, Thomas Janney offered to give the Mo. Mtg. "so much land as 
may serve for a Burying place on the Slate-pit hiU." The meeting 8th 
mo. 6, 1686, "Concluded it was requisite to lay off a burying place, and 
to have an acre of land, and that about 30 yards square be fenced, which 
may serve for thfe present." On 2d mo. 6, 1687, the meeting directed 
William Biles to be spoken to by Thomas Janney and William Yardley 
about selling Eum to the Indians. They afterwards reported that he 
said it was "not against the Law neither doth he know that it is any 
evil to do so, but however, if Friends desire him not to do it, he will 
for the future forbear it." ^ On 8d mo. 1, 1689, it was decided to build 
a meeting-house between Eandal Blackshaw and Samuel Burgess of 
26,000 bricks, the house to be 2F x 20, or a foot wider, and 2d mo. 2, 
1690, it was directed that a de( be made for the meeting-house to 
Thomas Janney, William Biles, ] chard Hough and Joshua Hoopes in 
trust for the meeting.^ On lOt' jao. 2, 1691, it was decided that the 



' MS. Minutes Falls Monthly and Bucks Quarterly Meetings. 

*See Davis's Bucks Co., Pa., p. 835; Pa. Mag. Hist, and Bigg., 
vol. xxvi. p. 194. 

'A deed to these persons from Samuel Burgess of County Bucks, 
Husbandman, for six acres on the road from Falls to Southampton, dated 
4th mo. 4, 1690, was recorded 8th mo. 1, 1690 (Deed-Book No. 1, p. 
316), and 8th mo. 2, 1690, was recorded (Ibid., p. 327) a deed from 
Thomas Janney to William Yardley, Eichard Hough, Joshua Hoopes, 
and William Beakes, Trustees, dated 4th mo. 4, 1690, for a piece of land 
on the road from Falls of Delaware to uppermost plantations on said 
river, containing 72 square rods (about one acre). 
VOL. XXVII. — 15 
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meeting above Falls should meet at Thomas Jaaney's one day and other 
at William Yardley's. On 11th mo. 6, 1691, certain Friends includ- 
ing Thomas Janney, William Biles and Eleanor Pownall, agreed to take 
the meeting's share of all books that shall be printed in the unity oi 
Friends and by their approbation. On 9th mo. 3, 1697, it was "agreed 
that a Testimony be drawn concerniag Thomas Janney's labours and 
service amongst us in the Truth," and Joseph Kirkbride, William Biles, 
Phmeas Pemberton, Eichard Hough, Jane Biles, and Margery Hough 
were appointed to "take caxe it be made ready for next meeting's 
perusal ;" but they appear to have taken much longer to perform the 
service, as 7th mo. 6, 1699, we find an entry that the Testimony concern- 
ing Thomas Janney was read and approved, and that Phineas Pemberton 
was ordered to transcribe it. 

Davis states that " in 1695 the meeting contributed £49, 
toward repairing the loss of Thomas Janney by fire.'" 
This is an error, as the minutes of Falls Monthly Meeting 
show that 12th mo. 6, 1695, Thomas Canby's house had 
been burned, and that £49 10s. was collected for him. I 
called the attention of General Davis to this error, and in 
his new edition it will doubtless be corrected. 

Some of the minutes of 1694 are missing, and it was 
possibly at one of these meetings that Thomas Janney 
obtained liberty to visit Friends in England, as I find no 
mention of the matter elsewhere in the minutes of Falls 
Monthly Meeting, and we are informed that ^ " A concern 
having for some time rested upon the mind of Thomas 
Janney to visit Friends in Great Britain, he informed the 
brethren at home thereof, and they, although feeling and 
expressing much reluctance at parting with him, yet having 
unity with his proposed service, gave him up thereto, 
sorrowing. His attached Friend Griffith Owen being also 
liberated for religious labour in England, they travelled 
together." 

Among the records of Middletown Monthly Meeting is 
"A List of Friends' names eminent for Piety and Virtue 

* Davis's JSMcfe Co., Pa., p. 106. See Publications So. Hist. Assoc, 
vol. V. p. 477. 

' The Friend, vol. xxvii. p. 348. 
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since the first settlement in America," and among the 
names therein recorded are those of William and Jane 
Biles, James Harrison, and Thomas Janney. 

Before starting on his voyage to England, Thomas Janney 
made his will, and also appointed his eldest son, Jacob 
Janney, his " true & lawfuU attorney." The original of this 
power of attorney is now in the possession of Phineas 
Janney, of Lincoln, Va. ; in it he is described as " Thomas 
Janney of Makefield, in the county of Bucks & Province of 
Pensylvania yeoman;" it was dated "the 31 day of the 3 
month 1695," was witnessed by Joseph "Willcox, Edw. 
Blake, Isaac Norris, and Da* Lloyd, and the facsimile of his 
signature thereto is given herein. 




Having arranged his affairs in Pennsylvania, " about the 
latter end of the Third month 1695," Griffith Owen says,* 
" in the unity of the brethren in Pennsylvania, we took our 
leave of them, and went to Maryland, to take our passage 
for England. I may safely say the presence of God went 
along with us, and preserved us, through exercises and 
some perils we met with. "We came safely to London, 
where we visited our friends and brethren, and some weeks 
having partly eased ourselves of what rested upon our spirits, 
we travelled down into the country." Li the Sixth month 
of the same year they went into Cheshire, where Thomas 
Janney " had many relations who were faithful Friends ; 
and though they were dear to him, and their houses might 
have been his home, yet he rested little, but visited the 
meetings of Friends in several neighbouring counties in 
England and "Wales." It was probably the accounts which 
he then gave of life and opportunities in Pennsylvania that 

' The Friend, vol. xxvii. p. 348 ; vol. xxviii. p. 230. 
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induced some of his nieces and cousins later on to remove 
to America. 

After travelling for some months, Griffith Owen and 
Thomas Janney addressed a letter to Friends of Philadel- 
phia Quarterly Meeting, vi^hich was read to the "satis- 
faction" of that meeting, 1st mo. 2, 1696. Soon after 
writing this letter they parted company. Thomas Janney's 
health was evidently failing, and we are told he at different 
times had to lay by to rest and recruit, yet his earnestness to 
do his Master's service carried him on. Having been 
through many counties of England and "Wales, he was at 
last obliged to lay by in Derbyshire, where he was taken 
quite ill. In the Spring of 1696, being in measure recov- 
ered, he was again industriously engaged in visiting Friends 
until the time of the Yearly Meeting at London, and as he 
had a desire to see the brethren at this meeting, he went to 
that city. 

During the Second-day morning meeting of ministering 
Friends he felt his mind drawn to give a testimony con- 
cerning the right qualification for and exercise of the min- 
istry, but, the time being occupied by other ministers, he 
found no way open for him ; and, after the meeting, the 
uneasiness felt by him, because the testimony had not been 
delivered, increased as attendance at the Yearly Meeting 
made it evident that there was much need of the advice. 

On the First-day of the Fourth month, being very feeble 
in health, and this concern remaining upon him, he pre- 
sented the matter in writing to the ministering Friends.* 

After writing the above-mentioned letter, he became so 
ill that his recovery was very doubtful, and he was advised 
to leave London, as the air was thought not to agree with 
him. He started for Cheshire, expecting by making short 
journeys to reach his relatives there, and stopped first at 
Enfield, then at Hertford, and thence reached Hitchin, in 
Hertfordshire, where he lay a considerable time at the house 

1 This commuEication has been published in The Friend, vol. xxvii. 
p. 348. 
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of "William Turner. The Friends there were very kind to 
him, and carefdlly and tenderly watched over him ; but we 
are told,* " having endured much hardship formerly in the 
service of truth, by travelling into several climates, and en- 
during heats and colds, his body was attended with much 
pain, so that few expected his recovery." Two of his rela- 
tives, who were Friends, came from Cheshire to visit him, 
and he said to one of them, — 

" Cousin, I am glad that thou art come. I hardly expect to recover so 
as to be able to get into Cheshire.- It is some exercise to think of being 
taken away, so fer from my home and family, and also from my friends 
and relations in Cheshire. I would gladly have got down into Cheshire, 
but I must be content, however it pleases God to order it. Worse things 
have happened in this life to better men than I am. I shall be missed 
in America ; Friends there were troubled when I came away ; I have 
laboured faithfully amongst them ; they will be grieved at the tidings of 
my death ; my family will want me. My care hath been for my sons, 
that they may be kept in the fear of God ; I have been a good example 
to them ; I have a care upon me, that they may be kept humble while 
they are young, that they may bend their necks under the yoke of 
Christ. If I am taken away, I am very clear in my spirit ; I have an- 
swered the requirings of God, I have been faithful in my day, and I 
have nothing that troubles my spirit; my spirit is very clear." 



Though he little expected to leave his bed of sickness in 
Hitchin, yet he recovered so as to be able to get down to his 
relations in Cheshire, and that winter visited the meetings 
in Cheshire and Lancashire ; after which he said to Grriifith 
Owen, " I am clear, I am clear of England." When he 
reached "Warrington, he felt unwell, and, after spending the 
night at the house of a relative, rode to the house of his 
brother-in-law, Hugh Burgess, in Pownall Fee. Here his 
health declined again, yet he bore it with much patience 
and contentedness, having his sister to wait on him; and, 
though weary in body, made preparations about the begin- 
ning of 11th mo. to leave England, expecting in the Spring 

» Fiety Promoted, ed. 1789, vol. i. p. 229. 
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of 1697 to return to his family in America.' Before his 
ship sailed, his distemper returned with violence, and he 
went to his sister's, near where he was born. He made but 
little reply to her when she spoke to him about his family, 
saying, " If it be the will of Grod, that I be taken away now, 
I am well content;" which was the most he said in his last 
illness, save to a Friend concerning his burial. Having 
been in England about eighteen months, he departed this 
life in much quietness of mind, the 12th day of 12th mo. 
(February), 1696/7, and was buried the 15th, in Friends' 
burial-ground at Mobberley in Cheshire, where his parents 
and daughters and other relatives had previously been 
buried. The entry in the Eegister of Morley Monthly 
Meeting, in regard to his death and burial, describes him as 
" Thomas Janney, of Pennsylvania, America, a minister on 
a visit to this his native Country." At the time of his 
death he was sixty-three years of age and had been a minis- 
ter forty-two years. We are told that a great many Friends 
and other people came to his funeral, and Friends had a 
good season, and the Lord's power was over all. 

In A Collection of Memorials Concerning Divers deceased 
Ministers and other Friends in Pa., N. J., etc., published in 
Philadelphia in 178*7, the account of Thomas Janney fol- 
lowing the Testimony of Falls Monthly Meeting concerning 
him speaks of " other accounts concerning Thomas Janney" 
at that time in existence, but does not state whether they 
were in manuscript or had been printed. The only printed 
account of him of prior date which I have seen is in Piety 
Promoted, the first volume of which had been prepared by 
John Tomkins ia London in 11th mo., 1701, shortly after 
the death of Thomas Janney. The author of articles in 
The Friend evidently had access to other accounts, which 

^ Samuel Waldenfleld and John Field, on 10th mo. 31, 1696, addressed 
an epistle to Philadelphia Quarterly Meeting, in which they informed 
the meeting that they embraced the opportunity of writing to them 
"by our dear and well beloved friends, Thomas Janney and Griffith 
Owen, whose labours of love in the gospel of Christ, we truly esteem." 
{The Friend, vol. xxviii. p. 230.) 
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probably were in manuscript. There are, however, now in 
existence various memorials and accounts of his life,^ some 
of which are quite lengthy and most of which deal largely 
with his religious labors. Lack of space forbids further 
reference to any of these, however, except the memorial 
prepared by his friend and fellow-traveller, Griffith Owen, 
which was read and approved in the Meeting of Minister- 
ing Friends, held at Burlington in 7th mo., 1698,^ and 
which I believe has never been printed, but is to be found 
among the manuscript records of Philadelphia Yearly Meet- 
ing. In it he calls him " the ancient, faithful, and laborious 
servant of the Lord," and, among other things, says, — 

"The Lord did not only reveal his everlasting gospel unto Mm, but 
made him an able minister of it, to the turning of many from darkness 
into light, and from Satan's power unto God, and to water, refresh and 
edify the churches of Christ, in many parts of the world, and although 
he was not a man of much literature, yet the Lord endued him with 
true wisdom from above, with sound judgment and understanding to the 
deviding of the world aright, and to reach to the states and conditions of 
the people, to the raising of the pure mind and good desires in them after 
the Lord and his truth ; he was of a meek and lowly spirit, true hearted 
to God and to his people, willing and ready to spend and be spent for the 
Truth's sake, he counted nothing so dear and near to him as God's 
truth, and the service of it, he preached not only in words but also in 
life and conversation, which was attended with the fear of God, which 
made him lovely in the sight of all good people, being careful of giving 
any offence to any sort of people, but with the spirit of love, tenderness 
and meekness, endeavoring to rectify what was wrong or out of good 
order in any." 

In a deed from Jacob Janney to his brother Abel, dated 
May 30, 1700, and recorded 9th mo. 30, 1703,^ it is stated 

' See PMla. Yearly Meeting Memorials, 1787, pp. 27-30 ; Piety Pro- 
moted, 1789, vol. i. pp. 228-230; Hazard's Register Penna., vol. vi. 
pp. 213, 355 ; The Friend, vol. xix. p. 38 ; vol. xxvii. pp. 340, 348, 
356 ; vol. xxviii. p. 230 ; Bowden's Hist. Sac. Friends, vol. ii. p. 119 ; 
Janney's ffist. of the Friends, vol. ii. p. 392 ; vol. iii. p. 53 ; Doylestown 
Democrat, July 29, 1897 ; Memoirs of Samuel M. Janney, pp. 2-4. 

* The Friend, vol. xxviii. p. 230. 

' Bucks Co. Deeds, Liber 3, fol. 140. Patented as 250 acres, but by 
resurvey found to be 365 acres 12 perches. 
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that Thomas Janney, by Ms %vill dated 3d mo. 21, 1695, 
devised a farm of 250 acres to the said Jacob Janney, his 
eldest son ; but this will, like many other early wills and 
deeds, seems not to have been recorded. Among the papers 
of the late Samuel M. Janney, the Quaker historian and the 
compiler of the " Janney Tree," was a copy of this will, 
obtained I know not whence, which is as follows : 

"WILL. 

"I Thomas Janney of the Township of Makefleld in the county of 
Bucks in Pennsylvania, Although I am in health of body as well as in 
perfect memory, praised be the Lord for it, yet considering the great 
voyage I am about to take, I do hereby settle and dispose of that small 
estate I have in this world, by this my last will, as followeth : 

"First. I give unto my son Jacob the house and plantation which 
we do live in & upon, with all the lands and appurtenances thereunto 
belonging, paying to his mother eight pounds a year out of the profits 
of the said plantation during her natural life. 

" Secondly. I do give to my son Thomas that 3 hundred acres of land 
whereupon he hath begun a plantation. 

" Thirdly. I give to my son Abel all that tract of land bought of 
Charles Byles. 

" Fourthly. After my debts & funeral expenses are paid I do dispose 
of my personal estate as followeth : I do hereby give to Margery my 
wife, my bay mare, and to my son Jacob my old dun nagg ; all the rest 
of my horses young & old I do hereby give to my son Joseph. 

"Fifthly. All my husbandrie ware I give equally to be divided 
amongst my three sons Jacob, Abell & Josey. 

"Sixthly. All the rest of my living goods or stock I give unto my 
wife and my three sons last mentioned, to be equally divided amongst 
them. 

"Also, I give unto my wife the bed in the parlour where we used 
to lye. 

' ' And all the rest of my household goods I do hereby give to my 
wife, and my 4 sons equally to be divided amongst them. 

" Likewise I do hereby charge my son Jacob in respect to the estate 
left him, to pay to his brother Joseph as follows (to wit) that if my wife 
shall dye within the space of 2 years after the date hereof, that then 
Jacob shall pay to Joseph the sum of thirty pounds, but if their mother 
live longer, then Jacob to pay Joseph but twenty pounds the money to 
be paid by 10 pounds a year. 

"Lastly. I do nominate and appoint my son Jacob Janney, and 
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my cousin Phineas Pemberton to be executors of this my last will & tes- 
tament. 

"Written with my own hand & sealed with my seal this 21^' day 
of 3* month 1695. 

"Thomas Janney [seal]" 

The coat of arms and crest of the Janney family are given 
in various publications,^ several of which state that these 
were the arms and crest of Thomas Janney, the subject of 
this article ; but I have not seen any evidence that he ever 
used them, unless the expression in his holographic will, 
" "Written with my own hand & sealed with my seal," is 
more than a mere legal form. Ten days after signing this 
will he executed a power of attorney, and the seal attached 
thereto bears no heraldic design. 

In colonial days there was no uniform manner of spell- 
ing proper names, and consequently various forms of the 
same name are found in early records. Some of the forms 
in which the name Janney appears are the following, — ^viz. : 
Janeway, Janney, Janny, Jannye, Jany, Jenney, Jenny, 
Jennye, Gynney. 

Very little is known in regard to Thomas Janney's wife, 
and how long she lived after the death of her husband does 
not appear. The "Women's minutes of Falls Monthly 
Meeting show that " Margery Jennye" was appointed, 2d 
mo. 3, 1689, to make inquiry in a case of clearness of 
marriage; and the minutes of the Men's Meeting of 9th 
mo. 3, 1697, state that she then gave her consent to the 
marriage of her son Thomas and Rachel Pownall. There 
is no such entry concerning the marriages of her other sons 
in 1699, 1703, and 1705, and as she did not sign the 
marriage certificates of either Joseph or Jacob (the only 
ones recorded), she probably died between 1697 and 1700. 
The marriage register of Falls Monthly Meeting contains 
also a few dates of births and deaths of early members, but 

1 The Continent, Phila., April 25, 1883, p. 521 ; Quaint Corners in 
Phila., pp. 448, 462; Vogue; The Thomas Booh, p. 348; The Jolliffe, 
Neill, and Janney Families of Va., p. 167. 
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the custodian of the meeting's records states that " the old 
registers of births and deaths cannot be found, they have 
been lost for years." Consequently not only are the dates 
of the deaths of Margery Janney and some of her sons and 
their wives not to be found, but also the names and dates of 
birth and death of several of her grandchildren. 

Thomas and Margery (Heath) Janney had six children, 
whose names and dates of birth are entered in several books 
of the meetings composing the Quarterly Meeting ot 
Cheshire and Staffordshire ; the birth of the youngest son, 
Joseph, being recorded in one of these books as John, and 
the death of the elder daughter, Martha, being recorded in 
one as Mary. Their two daughters' died in infancy, and 
their four sons accompanied them to America, where they 
married into families which were then among the most 
prominent in Pennsylvania and Jersey. 

Children.^ 

1. Jacob Janney, b. Pownall Fee, Cheshire, 3d mo. 18, 1662, bur. 
Bucks Co., Pa., 8th mo. 6, 1708 (will proved Oct. 15, 1708, Phila. 
Wills, C, 187), m. Falls Mtg., Pa., 10th mo. 26, 1706, Mary Hough, b. 
Bucks Co., Pa., 7th mo. 6, 1684, d. there 11th mo. 21, 1711/12, dau. 
of John and Hannah Hough (Owr Family Ancestors, p. 234). They had 
only one child, Thomas, b. Bucks Co., Pa., 12th mo. 27, 1707/8, d. 
there 4th mo. 8, 1788 (will proved Apr. 24, 1788, Bucks Co. Wills, 5, 
88), TO. Wrightstown Mtg., Pa., 10th mo. 28, 1782, Martha Mitchell, 
b. 1709, d. 9th mo. 19, 1785, dau. of Henry and Sarah (Gove) Mitchell. 
After the death of Jacob Janney his widow, Mary, m. My 8d mo. 2, 
1710, at Falls Mtg., Pa., John Fisher, and had one child, Mary, b. 1st 



1 When specific dates of births and deaths are given below they are 
taken from records of the Friends' Meeting to which the person then 
belonged, with the following four exceptions, which are taken firom 
family records, — viz., (1) deaths of Thomas Janney and his wife Martha, 
rale Mitchell ; (2) birth of Eebecca Janney, afterwards Poole ; (3) birth 
and death of Jacob Janney, son of Abel ; London Grove Quarterly 
Meeting records say "our ancient friend Jacob Janney of Duck Creek, 
a minister, deceased the 26th 4th mo. 1783 about 60 yrs. of age" [?] ; 
(4) death of Jacob Janney, son of Joseph, and birth and death of his 
wife Hannah, n&e Inglesdew. Goose Creek Monthly Meeting records say 
Jacob was bur. 9th mo. 5, 1786. 
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mo. 2S, 1711, m. Wrightstown Mtg., Pa., 1st mo. 17, 1740, John 
Butler (Our Family Ancestors, p. 227). 

In 1698 Jacob Janney, Thomas Janney, John Stackhouse, and others 
were members of a jury, afterwards termed the "Hustle Cap Jury," who 
were fined £2 10s. for casting lots as a method of arriving at a verdict 
in a case. In 1704 Jacob Janney and others were appointed to assist 
Elizabeth Brock to settle her deceased husband's estate. 

2. Martha Janney, b. Oheadle, Cheshire, 5th mo. 17, 1665, d. Oheadle 
Holme, Cheshire, 12th mo. 4, 1665/6, bur. Friends' burial-ground, Mob- 
berley, Cheshire. 

3. Elizabeth Janney, b. Pownall Fee, Cheshire, 11th mo. 15, 1666/7, 
d. there 11th mo. 17, 1666/7, bur. Friends' burial-ground, Mobberley, 
Cheshire. 

4. Thomas Janney, b. Pownall Fee, Cheshire, 12th mo. 5, 1667/8, 

d. , , m. Bucks Co., Pa., 1697 (authorized by Falls Mo. Mtg., 

9th mo. 3, 1697), Eachel Pownall, b. Cheshire, , d. after 3d mo. 

5, 1742, dau. of George and Eleanor Pownall, {Early Settlers of Solebury, 
pp. 5, Appen. 1). They had at least four children, viz. : (1) Henry, b. 
Bucks Co., Pa., 4th mo. 20, 1699. (2) Sarah, b. Bucks Co., Pa., 8th 
mo. 26, 1700, m. 1722 (authorized by Falls Mo. Mtg., 1st mo. 7, 
1722), Thomas Pugh. (3) Mary, m. 1725 (authorized by Falls Mo. 
Mtg., 4th mo. 2, 1725), Thomas Eoutledge, b. Bucks Co., Pa., 2d mo. 
14, 1702, son of John and Margaret (Dalton) Eoutledge. (4) Abel, d. 

1748, m. , Elizabeth . A marriage license was issued in 

New Jersey, June 5, 1740, for Abel Janney, of Maidenhead, New 
Jersey, and Elizabeth BUes, of Bucks Co., Pa. It is not certain 
whether this Abel or his cousin Abel, the son of Abel and Elizabeth 
(Stacy) Janney, married Elizabeth Biles (Pa. Mag. Hist, and Biog., 
vol. xxvi. p. 358), though probably this Abel, whose wife Elizabeth 
joined Middletown Mo. Mtg. in 1745, and in 5th mo., 1746, both of 
whom went to Virginia. On 4th mo. 25, 1748, they received from 
Fairfax Mo. Mtg. , Va. , a certificate of removal to Middletown Mo. 
Mtg., Pa. ; but he died before it was presented there, 9th mo. 8, 1748 
(Publications So. Hist. Assoc, vol. v. p. 481). Less is known in regard to 
the children of Thomas and Eachel Janney than in regard to their cousins. 

Thomas Janney was disowned by Falls Mo. Mtg. 6th mo. 4, 1731, 
after which date nothing is known concerning him. 

6. Abel Janney, b. Mobberley, Cheshire, 10th mo. 29, 1671, d. 

, , m. New Jersey, 1700 (authorized by Chesterfield Mo. Mtg., 

1st mo. 7, 1700), Elizabeth Stacy, b. Dorehouse, Yorkshire, 8th mo. 17, 
1673, d. , , dau. of Mahloni and Eebecca (Ely) Stacy. They 



^ For pedigree of Mahlon Stacy, see Hunter's History of Hallamshire, 
p. 488 ; Harleian Society's Familim Minorum Gentium, vol. iv. p. 1209. 
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had seven children, order of birth uncertain, viz. : (1) Amos,^ b. Bucks 
Co., Pa., 11th mo. 15, 1701/2, d. Fairfax Co., Va., 1747, m. 1727/8 
(authorized by Falls Mo. Mtg., 12th mo. 7, 1727/8), Mary Yardley, b. 
Bucks Co., Pa., 8th mo. 4, 1707, d. Loudoun Co., Va., 1767 (will 
proved Aug. 10, 1767, Loudoun Co. Wills, A, 169), dau. of Thomas and 
Ann (Biles) Yardley. On 8th mo. 2, 1733, Amos " Jenney" and wife 
received from Falls Mo. Mtg. a certificate of removal, being then in Vir- 
ginia, which 6th mo. 17, 1734, was presented to Nottingham Mo. Mtg., 
Cecil Co., Md,, the nearest meeting to his new home. (2) Eebeckah, 

b. Bucks Co., Pa., 9th mo. 9, 1702, d. Wilmington, Del., , m. 

[Middletown Mtg.?] Pa., , Joseph Poole, b. Cumberland, England, 

1704, d. Bucks Co., Pa., 1762, son of William and Jeannot (Twentyman) 
Poole (Genealogy Sharjaless Family, p. 271). (3) Mahlon, b. Bucks Co., 
Pa., 2d mo. 18, 1706. (4) Thomas, m. Bucks Co., Pa., 1735 (authorized 
by Falls Mo. Mtg., 8d mo. 7, 1735), Hannah Biles, dau. of William and 
Sarah (Langhorne) Biles (PA. Mag. Hist, and BiOG.,volxxvi. p. 359). 
(5) Jacob, b. Bucks Co., Pa., 4th mo. 10, 1710, d. Delaware, 11th mo. 
14, 1782, m. Kennet Mtg., Pa., 6th mo. 13, 1740, Elizabeth Levis, b. 
8th mo, 30, 1721, d. 11th mo. 8, 1770, dau. of William and Elizabeth 
(Reed) Levis {Hist. Chester Co., Pa., p. 628). Jacob was a prominent 

minister. (6) Abel, m. 1st before 5th mo. 7, 1742, , and 9th mo. 

3, 1742, was reported as "being gone to Pertomock." March 17, 1741, 
he had obtained a grant of 646 acres of land on Goose Creek, Prince 
William Co., Va., but 2d mo. 3, 1745, had again returned to Penna. , and 
in 1752 and 1753 obtained a license to keep a tavern in Eidley township, 
Chester Co., Pa.; he m. 2ly Swedes' Church, Phila., March 81, 1755, 
Elizabeth Maridith, who d. Loudoun Co., Va., 12th mo., 1797. It is 
possible that Abel's first wife was Elizabeth Biles, for, as her parents 
were Friends, it would not seem necessary for her to join the Society 
after marriage, as the wife of Thomas and Rachel Janney's son Abel 
did. (7) Elizabeth, m. 1st Middletown Mtg., 10th mo. 22, 1737, John 
Stackhouse, b. 8d mo. 11, 1708, d. 7th mo. 28, 1743, son of John and 
Elizabeth (Pearson) Stackhouse {Our Family Ancestors, p. 285); m. 
Sly Christ Church, Phila., Jany. 21, 1745, David Wilson, b. 11th mo. 
24, 1721, son of David and Grace (Stackhouse) Wilson. 

Abel Janney was the most prominent of the children of Thomas and 
Margery Janney in both religious and civil aifairs. He was a Justice 



^ Both the ' ' Janney Tree" and the Yardley Genealogy erroneously 
describe Amos as the son of Joseph and Rebecca (Biles) Janney. See 
Bucks Co. Deeds, lAber 7, fol. 37, where he describes himself in 1743 as 
" eldest son and heir of Elizabeth Janney, sister and co-heir of Mahlon 
Stacy," etc. Yardley Genealogy, p. 23, gives date of Amos's death as 
1758, and of his marriage as 12th mo. 30 \sic\, 1727/8. 
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of the Peace 1708 and 1710, and a member of Assembly 1710 and 1721 
{Pa. Arch., 2d ser., vol. ix. pp. 744, 745, 755, 757). 

6. Joseph Janney, b. Pownall Fee, Cheshire, 1st mo. 26, 1675/6, d. 
Penna., abt. 1729, m. Falls Mtg., Pa., 6th mo. 18, 1703, Eebeckah 

Biles, b. Penna., 10th mo. 27, 1680, d. there , dau. of William and 

Johannah Biles.' They had six children, viz. : (1) Martha, m. New 
Jersey, Nov., 1732, Nicholas Parker, of Bucks Co., Pa., and after his 
death she moved to Fairfax Co., Va. (2) Ann, d. Bucks Co., Pa., prior 
to 1729. (3) Abel, d. Loudoun Co., Va., 1774 (will proved Nov. 14, 
1774, Loudoun Co. Wills, B, 98), m. Falls Mtg., Pa., 8th mo. 2, 1733, 
Sarah Baker, b. 10th mo. 9, 1712, dau. of Samuel ' and Eachel (Warder) 
Baker. On 7th mo. 1, 1752, Falls Mo. Mtg. issued a certificate of re- 
moval to Abel Janney, wife and family, which was presented to Fairfax 
Mo. Mtg., Va., 8th mo. 29, 1752. (4) William, d. Loudoun Co., Va., 
1791 (wUl proved Sept. 12, 1791, Loudoun Co. Wills, D, 195), m. 
Falls Mtg., Pa., 7th mo. 26, 1739, Elizabeth Moon, b. 10th mo. 16, 
1719, dau. of Eoger and Ann (Nutt) Moon. William Janney and 
family removed to Virginia prior to 1758, probably in 1746. (5) Jacob, 
d. Loudoun Co., Va., 8th mo. 3, 1786 (will proved Oct. 9, 1786, 
Loudoun Co. Wills, C, 223), m. Falls Mtg., Pa., 3d mo. 20, 1742, 
Hannah Inglesdew, b. Phila., 5th mo. 9, 1725, d. Loudoun Co., Va., 2d 
mo. 23, 1818, dau. of Blakeston and Margaret Inglesdew (American 
Ancestry, vol. xi. p. 117). On 8th ma. 5, 1743, Falls Mo. Mtg. issued 
a certificate of removal to "Hopewell Mtg, in Fairfax Co., Va.," for 
Jacob Janney and wife. Hannah became a prominent Elder. (6) 
Sarah, d. Loudoun Co., Va., after 1797, m. before 9th mo. 3, 1742, 
John Hough, b. Bucks Co., Pa., 11th mo. 3, 1720, d. Loudoun Co., 
Va., 1797 (wUl proved Apr. 10, 1797, Loudoun Co. Wills, E, 280), son 
of John' and Elizabeth (Taylor) Hough. On 12th mo. 2, 1742, John 
and wife requested a certificate of removal fi-om Falls to Newark Mo. 
Mtg., which was produced there 11th mo. 7, 1743/4, whence 5th mo. 
14, 1744, they obtained a certificate to Hopewell Mo. Mtg., Va. 

Less is known in regard to Joseph Janney than concerning any of 
the children of Thomas and Margery Janney. A petition filed in the 
Orphans' Court of Bucks Co., March 11, 1733/4, by Nicholas and 
Martha Parker states that Joseph had died about five years previously 
without having made a will, and "left a considerable Personall Estate" 
and " died seized of a Messuage & Plantation in Makefield" township. 



* For account of William Biles, see author's article in Pa. Mag. 
Hist, and Biog. , vol. xxvi. pp. 58, 192, 348. 

' For account of Samuel Baker, see author's article in Publications So. 
Hist. Assoc, vol. V. pp. 388, 477. 

' Son of Eichard Hough, for account of whom see Pa. Mag. Hist. 
AND Biog. , vol. xviu. pp. 20-34. 



